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HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES AND OLDER PEOPLE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
PANEL
26 APRIL 2021
(7.15 pm - 8.40 pm)
PRESENT: Councillors Councillor Peter McCabe (in the Chair), 

Councillor David Chung, Councillor Thomas Barlow, 
Councillor Nigel Benbow, Councillor Pauline Cowper, 
Councillor Jenifer Gould, Councillor Linda Kirby and Di Griffin

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Creelman, Executive Locality Director Merton and 
Wandsworth, South West London Clinical Commissioning 
Group,  Vanessa Ford, Chief Executive of the South West 
London and St George’s Mental Health NHS Trust, James 
Marsh Joint Medical Director and Deputy Chief Executive Epsom 
and St Helier NHS Trust. 

Councillor Rebecca Lanning Cabinet Member for Adult Social 
Care and Public Health. 
 

Stella Akintan (Scrutiny Officer), John Morgan (Assistant 
Director, Adult Social Care) and Dr Dagmar Zeuner (Director, 
Public Health)

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Item 1)

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mary Curtin

2 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST (Agenda Item 2)

There were no declarations of pecuniary interests

3 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (Agenda Item 3)

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.

4 IMPACT OF COVID-19 IN MERTON (Agenda Item 4)

The Director of Public Health gave an overview of her presentation and said whilst 
current Covid infection rates are low, there is a possibility of another surge. There is a 
risk from the South African variant which was found in the neighbouring boroughs of 
Wandsworth and Lambeth. Merton is ready to respond to any further outbreaks.

A Panel member asked about support for long Covid. The Locality Director for Merton 
and Wandsworth said long Covid clinics have been established as a single point of 
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excess.  All NHS services are equipped to deal with long Covid. A panel member 
asked if there is current data on the numbers of people dealing with long Covid. The 
Locality Director for Merton and Wandsworth it is too early to say.

A panel member asked which variants are the most prevalent. The Director for Public 
Health said the Kent variant is so transmissible it is more dominant than the South 
African and Brazilian strains

RESOLVED
The Chair thanked the Director for her presentation

5 SW LONDON MENTAL HEALTH TRUST - COVID-19 UPDATE (Agenda Item 
5)

The Chief Executive of the South West London and St George’s Mental Health NHS 
Trust gave an overview of her presentation.

RESOLVED
The Chair thanked the Chief Executive for her report.

6 MERTON CCG - COVID-19 UPDATE (Agenda Item 6)

The Executive Locality Director for Merton and Wandsworth South West London 
Clinical Commissioning Group and James Marsh Joint Medical Director and Deputy 
Chief Executive Epsom and St Helier NHS Trust gave an overview of their 
presentations.

RESOLVED
The Chair thanked NHS colleagues for their reports.

7 TOPIC SUGGESTIONS FOR 2021/22 WORK PROGRAMME (Agenda Item 
7)

Panel Members agreed to email topic suggestions to the scrutiny officer.
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